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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
MR. SHANE MCCOY: Good eveni ng, everybody.

Hey, thank you, guys. First of all, |adies and gentl enen,
| would like to thank you on behalf of the United States
Arny for participating in the scoping process for the
Pebbl e Limted Partnership proposed m ne and construction
and port facility. As there are many i ndividuals who
would i ke to provide input into the scope of our
docunent, we ask that you pl ease be respectful of others
as they participate. Your input will be used to informa
range of alternatives, the resource issues to be anal yzed,
met hods used for analysis, and potential mtigative
nmeasur es t hroughout the eval uation of the Departnent of
the Arny permt application.

The United States Arny Corps of Engineers is neither
a proponent nor an opponent to the project. W are
required to review the permt application and will serve
as the | ead federal agency for the environmental inpact
statenent | evel of analysis. |In addition to the Corps,
there are two others federal agencies that wll need to
eval uate the proposed i npacts and make subsequent
deci sions. These agencies are the United States Coast
Guard and the Departnment of Interior's Bureau of Safety
and Environnental Enforcenent. The three federal agencies

W ll use the sane environnental inpact statenent to inform
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our federal deci sions.

We're here toni ght because the first step in witing
t he environnmental inpact statenent is to determ ne what we
shoul d anal yze in the docunent. This is the process
call ed scoping. The potential inpacts associated with the
applicant's proposed di scharge of dredge and fill
material, for the construction of the m ne, associ ated
Infrastructure and closure activities are described in the
Departnent of the Arny permt application and are of
primary inportance to the scope of our docunment. The
framewor k of our docunment nust have a nexus to the
proposed i npacts under our jurisdiction or the other two
f ederal agenci es.

We have posters and a video to describe the proposed
project in the rear of the room and |I'd encourage you to
take a | ook at those and watch the video. The video wll
al so be posted on the project's website,
pebbl eproj ectei s. com

You can provide your input into what we shoul d
analyze in several ways. There are conputers in which you
can directly input your comments, including a nmapping
feature which will help identify the physical |ocation of
the resource or issue that you are trying to identify.

You nay speak directly to the court reporter, or you nay

use the mc and provide public testinony, but only one of
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those at a tinme because we only have one court reporter.
And if you are presenting to the court reporter, please
speak clearly and slowy. And if you have witten
docunents prepared ahead of tinme, please provide themto
her, as well. O you may go online at another tinme and go
directly to the project website and enter your comments
into the public website, as | described earlier.

Pl ease understand that all coments and i nfornati on

t hat you disclose are public -- will be publicly avail abl e
in as real tine as possible on that website, as well. All
comments will be limted to three mnutes. And if you

choose to listen to others who are speaking their comments
to the court reporter, please |limt the background noi se
for the ease of the reporter to precisely record the

i ndi vidual s that are speaking.

That is ny conclusion. So at this time we w il
proceed according to whomcane in first and wote down
their nane to provide conment.

Katie, who is the first person? Oh, let ne al so say
this. So also in attendance tonight is Kate McCafferty,
proj ect manager with the Corps of Engineers, three
i ndi viduals from AECOM who is the third-party contractor
tasked to help us develop the EIS | evel of analysis, and a
representative fromthe State of Al aska. Katie and nyself

are available to discuss our process. Kyle is avail able
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to talk about the State and their process. And any of the
individuals | identified, including our Yup'ik speaker in
t he back, are available to take any witten comments, as
wel | .

Again, 1'd like to thank you on behalf of the United
States Arny for comng tonight and participating in the
public process. M nane is Shane McCoy, by the way. |'m
the programdirector. Thank you.

Maur een Knut sen.

M5. MAUREEN KNUTSEN: | just want to --
first of all, I want to say that the | oss of sal non
bearing streans is, like, a really negative inpact that |

worry about because every little streamthat has salnon in
It is inmportant to the total run that we have, so that
needs all -- any streans or water that are going to be
negati vely inpacted need to be assessed for whether there
is salnmon in them or not.

And | worry about the noise and the dust fromthe
construction and the m ning operations affecting, |ike,
t he nbose and cari bou because ny husband and | -- ny
husband is a lifelong resident here, and | have been here
since 1975, and we pretty much depend on nainly sal non for
our subsistence and our incone as commercial fishernen and
also what we -- that's what we eat all winter, you know,

sal non, nobose and cari bou.
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The other thing that I worry about is our |ocal
econony. You know, the -- our borough is founded on a raw
fish tax and property tax. Those are the things that
provide, like, the noney to -- for our community to
function. And | feel |ike any negative inpacts on the
sal non and the price of salnon is going to negatively
affect our | ocal governnent and our | ocal communities.

And the other thing -- and | wanted to say t hat,
| i ke, when the EPA was taking comrents however nany years
ago that was, they did a lot of science and studies and
stuff, and | hope that you guys can incorporate a | ot of
that information because it's -- it's still pertinent to,
you know, the inpacts of this project even with the
different things added in, |like the pipeline and the
smal l er m ne footprint.

And the other thing | want to comment on is that |I'm
afraid that, like, this is going to be |ike opening a can
of worns because | don't see how they can profitably, you
know, mne this deposit knowng that it is a huge, huge
deposit that's, like, a lot of |ow grade ore. So they are
not going to be able to be profitable with just the little

mne pit that they are tal king about. They are going to

have to, like, expand it at sone point. And so to ne it's
like -- it's just not the right place to have a m ne.
They could have that mne, |ike, maybe in 50 or 100 years
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if there is no sal nobn here anynore or sonething |ike that,
but the salnon is a real resource, and that is, |ike, of
way hi gher value than this foreign conpany's profits.

So that's what | have to say.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: |s Henry Fischer here?
MR, HENRY FREDERI CK FI SCHER, JR : My nane

Is Henry Frederick Fisher, Jr. | was born Decenber 25,
1944 in Kvichak Cannery. M father delivered ne. You
could see ne out there chasing ny brothers and sisters.
At the age of 12, Yeager Edgerton was a friend of ny
father's, and | al so know Yeager. He took ne fishing,
paid ne a $100 to steer the boat at the age of 12. At the
age of 15, | began to skipper. | have been fishing ever
since. This sumrer it wll be 61 years for nme w thout
m ssing a season. There's not nmany people in this
auditoriumthat can say that. M. Hanson? No?

| have been feeding the world for 61 years com ng
this summer. The world, not just Bristol Bay. Qur canned
sal non went all over this world in the days when they used
to can fish. And | worked at the Slope. | was one of the
first Natives on the Slope on oil rigs. | know what
reserve pits are. | know that chem cals are deposited
t here.

Now, Pebble Mne, the first mne they said wll | ast

50 years. Well, | have been feeding the world nore than
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50 years. Not only that small, 20 -- 20 years, they said.
What is 20 years? Five years ago | had four generations
of fishers on ny boat: M as the second generation, ny
twin boys, that is third, and ny grandson as the fourth on
nmy boat fishing here in Bristol Bay. And | don't know
when I'mgoing to retire. | guess when | can't clinb

| adders no nore to get on and off of the dock or get into
the boat. But | know what chem cal waste is. | did 11
years up on the Slope on that. And if sonething ever
happens with Pebble Mne is going to do here -- an

eart hquake. Well, they don't have earthquakes here. Hey,
you know, they don't know what's going to happen 1, 000
years fromnow. And that chem cal stuff wll still be
there in the ground.

Now, if it shakes |oose of anything |ike that there,
there's a drainage over to the left, to the west, the
Nushagak Ri ver. And our drainage here is the Kvichak
Ri ver, but com ng out of Iliama Lake. There is nore fish
in this whole globe that's -- you know, that spawn.
I'liamma Lake was one of the biggest ones, and the Nushagak
district with their lakes. But to ne, this mne should
never be -- it shouldn't even spud in, really, you know.
Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: W/ I|iam Regan.
MR WLLI AM REGAN: Thank you for the
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opportunity to speak. M nane is WIIliam Regan. |
retired about two years ago. | have a famly. | rose
themup here. W love this place. M opinion on this
mne is no. | see it as a tenporary job sink. It's a
finite thing. It's sonething that's already caused a
division. You can see it anongst famlies, anongst
friends. W just don't need it.

It's not one of those things that keeps going on.

Qur red salnon fishery is going on and on. It supplies as
many jobs -- naybe not the profitable ones; sone of them
are good, sone of themare bad. That's the way it goes.
But it has put work out for a long tine.

The only thing this mne is going to | eave is a scar.
Wien it's all said and done, we are going to have a bonb
up there that's going to kill off one side or the other,
maybe both. W just can't -- it shouldn't happen.

It doesn't just affect us locals here. It affects
everybody. It affects this whole bay. It affects this
whol e state; probably the whole country and the whol e
world. It's salnon. [It's just too much to ri sk.

One of ny dear old friends -- he's gone now, but you
know, he always said too nmuch of no good, plenty all
right. And it's an old Native saying. |It's just, |ike,
how much do you need, dude?

So t hank you.
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MR. SHANE MCCOY: Dorothy Larson.

MS. DOROTHY LARSON: (Good afternoon. M
name is Dorothy M Larson. |I'mfromDillingham and
Anchorage. |1'ma Bristol Bay Native Corporation board
menber, as well as a sharehol der of Choggiung Limted and
a tribal nenber of the Curyung tribe. Thank you for this
opportunity to provide ny comments.

| wll focus today prinmarily on the necessity for the
protection and sustainability of the critical subsistence
lifestyle for the resources provided for the health and
wel | - bei ng of the people who depend al so on the resource
of the commercial salnon fishery. Qur famly has
col | ected subsi stence resources fromthe | and and waters
of the Nushagak, Wod, Milchatna rivers, as well as Togi ak
and Ekuk and the | akes near Dillingham | also partake of
t he resources near Anchorage, Fairbanks and the Kenai
ar eas.

As an exanple, ny famly consists of six children,
their famlies, which nunber nearly 30 grandchildren and
15 great grandchildren, and many extended fam |y nenbers
wi th whom we share our subsi stence resources which we
harvest and collect fromthe waters and the | ands. W use
t housands of pounds of subsistence resources. The Bri stol
Bay Native Associ ation and the subsi stence division of the

State of Al aska have studi ed the subsi stence use and
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consunption of said users. As for ny famly, | believe we
use nmuch nore than those studies estinate. | encourage
the Arny Corps to use their reports and data in devel opi ng
the draft EIS.

My large fam |y consunes hundreds and hundreds of
pounds of sal non, other fishes, shellfish and npbst species
of berries, birds, porcupine and wld gane and wld
greens, all rich in nutrients. Sone of these greens and
teas are harvested for traditional nedicinal purposes. W
barter and trade within regional boundaries, as well as
beyond our boundaries. | trade with famly and friends
from Bet hel , Kotzebue, Barrow and southeast areas in the
state. The Arny Corps should consider all subsistence
users inside and outside the Bristol Bay area in the draft
ElI S and the cascading inpact the mne will have on al
subsi st ence users throughout the state.

Qur famly not only are subsistence users and
fishers. W participate in the commercial fishery and,
| i ke many ot her Al askans who obtain their fish by the rod
and reel, we sports fish. W preserve our food not only
by the traditional nethods; we have | earned to nake
varieties nmuch li ke what you can buy off the grocery store
shel ves.

If we didn't have our subsistence resources to

suppl enent the food supply, we would be very unheal thy and
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mal nouri shed. | was a commercial set net fisher on Ekuk
Beach for over 50 years, inheriting ny fishing set net
site fromny nother who fished until she was in her 80s.
My sons and their sons and daughters have fished since

t hey were about eight or nine years old, and still
continue to do so today. They fished in the rivers in
Naknek, Kvichak, Egegi k, the Nushagak, Wod, and Togi ak
ar eas.

Wien t he Exxon Val dez spill occurred, it inpacted
drastically the price of our rich salnon fishery in the
bay, though our fish weren't tainted by the spill. To
this day, the price of the |late '80s has not recovered.

The Corps should consider the inpacts of any U S. oil
spill should a shipping accident occur both at the port

side and Cook Inlet and the Iliama Lake and the inpacts

13

this would have on all fisheries: subsistence, sports and

conmmer ci al .
If there ever was a mning tragedy or failure of the
tailings contai nment which would contam nate | arge areas

of critical habitat, harm ng sal nron spawni ng areas as wel |

as the water, plants, and ani mal feeding areas, this would

kill the salnon fishery in Bristol Bay. It would create
t he nost devastating econom c di saster, inpacting many

ot her busi nesses such as the tourist, transportati on and

service i ndustries. These woul d have a snowball effect on
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al nost everyone in the region, as well as in the state.
The Arny Corps should analyze potential for inpacts from
the tailings failure for 10,000 years into the future.

Many of the famlies depend wholly on commerci al and
subsi stence fisheries. Many have gotten a western
education and training. | relied on higher education to
help to add to the famly income. One of the nobst
satisfying tasks | had for nmany wnters was working for
t he Al aska Legislature. | worked for the -- on the
Interim Conmi ttee on Subsistence. After the interimwork
was conpleted -- and we did nuch of the sane as the Corps
Is doing right now. W conducted hearings fromeast to
west and north to south across the state of Alaska. Wth
the input that was gathered fromthe residents across the
state, the result was the subsistence data was promul gat ed
in statute. | encourage you to use this data in
devel oping the draft EIS.

Pebbl e' s i npact to subsi stence and comercial fishing
activities cannot be mtigated away. The inpacts wl|l
negatively inpact conmunities and people for generations.
| recommend the Arny Corps adopt the no action alternative
in the draft EIS.

Pl ease be diligent in analyzing the data. Do not
| eave any stones unturned to ensure that the Pebbl e

Project is thoroughly vetted and that every issue is
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exam ned.

My | ast comrent and recommendati on would be that you
all ow those communities of Dillingham Honer and Anchorage
to provide oral testinony with the extension tinme now
all owed. Hearings in the Washi ngton, Oregon and
California area m ght also be a suggestion to hear the
testi nony of those out of region who comrercial fish in
Bri stol Bay.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide ny
comments on behalf of nyself and famly.

MR, SHANE MCCOY: Paul Hansen.

MR, PAUL HANSEN, SR : My nane is Pau
Hansen, Sr., a Bristol Bay resident. | hold a Bristol Bay
salnon fishing permt, and | am a subsi stence resource
sal non user, hunter and commercial fisher. Thank you for
allowing ne the opportunity to testify today.

Cl ean waters for salnon spawning in natal waters is a
wet | and that requires returning five species of salnon to
be free of chemcals, dredge material, tailings and heavy
netals that can affect water quality above and bel ow
groundwat er aquifers. The proposed area is in the mddle
of two nmj or spawni ng areas for sal non. Nunber one, the
Upper Talari k Creek and the Lower Talari k Creek which
drain into Iliama Lake and then into the Kvichak River.

That's one mgjor spawning area. Two, the Koktuli and into
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the Miul chatna and then onto the Nushagak River. That's
two nmgaj or spawni ng areas that nost of our salnon mgrate
fromyear after year

The road and proposed deepwater port in Cook Inlet
where the power and other requirenents for this mne's
needs could be affected -- could affect the | ow popul ati on
of mgratory belugas of Cook Inlet and their diet which
they feed on for them

In closing, salnmon in Bristol Bay has supported the
| ocal Native culture for centuries without harmto the
resource.

Thank you for protecting Bristol Bay's clean water
and clean air resources.

Respectfully, thank you. Paul.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: |'mgoing to
submt coments on the extended period of tine. |'m going
to do comments on the extended -- that you extended till

June 1 or sonething?

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Yeah. | guess two
things. Up here we have depicted as our scoping period
comment period ending April 30th. W -- as of |ast
Fri day, we extended it another 60 days. So the comment
period is open until 29 June. And then as |'m watching
the grow ng nunber, there is still -- just a rem nder.

I|'"mnot -- obviously you have your -- there are the
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conputers still available if anybody would lIike to enter
directly into that, as well.

But you are not Sharon Thonpson?

MS. MARI LYN HANSEN: No. ['"m Marilyn
Hansen.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Did you sign up?

MS. MARI LYN HANSEN: | signed it, but I'm
not going to do a public comment like this. [I'mgoing to

opt out and do a witten and submt it within the tine
frane.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Ckay. Thank you.

MS. SHARON THOWPSON: |' m Sharon Thonpson,
and ' mgoing to submt mne online, too, so we can nove
this al ong.

SHANE MCCOY: Abe WIIi ams.
ABE WLLIAMS: |'mnot conmmenti ng.

2 3 3

SHANE MCCOY: Richard Russell

MR. RICHARD RUSSELL: My nane is Richard
Russell. 1'ma 49-year resident of the area. |I'ma
former State of Al aska Fish and Gane bi ol ogist, both with
the sportfish division and later with the conmrercial fish
division. M primary enphasis during ny sportfish days
was in the Iliama, Lake C ark and Mil chatna Ri ver areas.
Prior to that | worked as a seasonal for the University of

Washi ngton's Fisheries Research Institute, during which
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tine | ran 22-foot skiffs across Iliama Lake at ni ght
doing transects to catch juvenil e sockeye sal non so we
could make the FRI sal non forecast.

| have six things that I'd like to say at this point
in tinme. The first one -- at least with regard to
scoping. The first one is that any waters used for
m neral production activities by the Pebble Project nust
be chemcally suitable under U S. drinking water standards
for use as drinking water by humans before being returned
to the surface or subsurface waters of the
Kvi chak/ Nushagak drai nages. The reason for that is that
organi sns that spend their entire lives in water are very
sensitive to chem cal constituents mgrating across their
per neabl e nenbranes. And our fish and wldlife depend
extensively on sone of the tiniest and nost vul nerabl e of
t hese organi sns: copepods, C adocera, rotifers such as
Basm nas cycl ops, Daphnia, and others of those.

Nunmber two, any and all structures on, above, al ong
or over waters in the Kvichak/ Nushagak or Lower Cook I|nl et
drai nage nust be fish and wildlife friendly to the utnost
degree. That includes bridges, culverts, docks, piers,
fuel storage tanks, noorings, et cetera.

Iliama Lake is very rough water to navigate at
tines. It has many reefs and rocks. Sone of these are

very poorly identified. W found sone of them at the
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Uni versity of Washington by hitting themw th our props,
and we definitely tried not to hit themin the future.
Anyway, it's a very tough area to navigate. The w nds on
it can conme up within 10 to 15 m nutes and nmake it go from
flat calmto six-foot waves. W don't need any ships
sinking in the lake. W don't want to hear of any Ednund
Fitzgerald in the mddle of the | ake.

The Brui n Bay/ Kokhanok corridor is an extrenely
wi ndy, turbulent area. Augustine Island Volcano is very
active. |It's erupted three tinmes in ny tenure here:

1976, '86, 2005 and '6; early in 2006. There are frequent
hurricane force w nds that have passed through that notch.
We take the Iliama w nd speed and generally used to add
30 mles an hour to it when we were going out to try and
work on the |lake. Many tinmes we couldn't.

Any construction along that corridor will require
maxi mum constructi on and nmai ntenance efforts as mtigation
for the unfriendly territory environnentally. East w nds
during the May to June break-up period on Iliama Lake
propagati ng fromthe Kokhanok/Bruin Bay area tend to pile
up hunongously large piles of ice on the north shore of
Iliama Lake, sonmetines 40 to 60 feet high. Sounds |ike
t hunder when it's happeni ng. Any docks, piers, vessels
t hat happen to be nmoored in the vicinity of the nouth of

the upper Talarik Creek at that tinme would be in peril.
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Recent experiences with gas |line | eaks in Cook Inlet
have shown that repairs can be del ayed significantly by
drifting ice, big tides, nmurky waters, as they found out
in the oil platforma year ago. Add that to possible
Augustine eruptions with pyroclastic fl ows and ash
deposition and earth trenors doesn't nmake the Anmakdedor
site for a beach | anding | ook very advantageous. |It's
sonewhat like the Drift River site for the oil storage
tanks. It gets flooded when M. Redoubt begins to act up.

This is the | ast great sockeye sal non fishing
produci ng area in the world. Screw it up, and there are
no nore. The world population is getting |arger, not
smal l er, and that nmeans nore nouths to feed. So please do
your utnost to protect it.

And the |ast comrent | have is that whatever you
decide with regard to Pebble permts, it's going to affect
the entire Bristol Bay region. W have all expressed,
about 80 percent of us, our opposition to this, so we wll
be wat ching the governnent's response to see if they
accept the will of the people or do sonething el se.

Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Peter Andrews. Peter
Andr ews?

MR. PETER ANDREW Can | defer for a
little while?
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SHANE MCCOY: It will be to the end.
PETER ANDREW Fi ne.

2 3 3

SHANE MCCOY: Ted Shangi n.
MR TED SHANG N M nane is Ted Shangi n.

| ' m agai nst the Corps because if they go forward with this

project, it will affect ny subsistence way of living, wll
kill off the fisheries, will herd off gane that is already
| oWy popul ated, and this project will bring a | ot of
outsiders, which will bring unwanted drugs to the

community, which I don't want for ny kids to be grow ng up
around. | want themto learn the traditional ways of
living.

So if this project is built, all ny cultural ways of
living will be lost, and ny kids and their kids wll never
see it again.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Joe Chyt hl ook.

MR JOE CHYTHLOOK: Good afternoon. For a
correction, ny nane is Joe Chythlook. I'mwth BBNC, been
chai rman for several years, been on the board for a nunber
of years. But our sharehol der base, Bristol Bay
Cor por ati on sharehol der base, along with nmany ot her
residents in Bristol Bay are all communities that wll be
affected by whatever happens if Pebble Mne is devel oped.

The Nushagak and Kvi chak Ri ver drai nages are

downriver fromthe proposed mne site. So you are talking
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about affecting people fromall the different vill ages,
i.e., lgiugig, Levelock, Naknek, King Sal non, Kol i ganek,
New St uyahok, Ekwok, Dillingham Al eknagik, d ark's Point.
The risk fromthe contam nation, either from nornal
operations or an accidental event, is sonmething that we
cannot take as a risk. This not only threatens the
econom c livelihoods of everyone in these communities, but
threatens the subsistence lifestyle and health, as well.

CGentl eman got up there earlier and said that he had
been fishing for many years. Many of our famlies in
Bri stol Bay have been doing that. Personally, | have been
fishing for over 60 years. |'molder than | |ook. But
anyway, commercial fishing industry is the economc
backbone of the entire region.

The success of the industry depends on Bristol Bay's
reputation of pristine salnon habitat. The nere existence
of Pebbl e undercuts the reputation, danages the commerci al
| and, and wll hurt the economcs of the industry. The
El S needs to consider the damage to that conmerci al
fishing industry that buil ding Pebble wll cause.

There is no denonstrated need for the Pebble
resources. There are alternate resources in the world for
gol d and copper. Any claimby Pebble that the mne wll
pronote U S. mneral independence is false. Pebble

intends to ship all the materials to narket sonewhere
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el se, including Asia.

The EI'S shoul d consi der the unique environments in
whi ch Pebbl e is proposed. The mne site and the | arge
drai nages downriver of the mne site are entirely wetl ands
and entirely hydrologically connected. There is no
barrier between the surface and the groundwaters in
bet ween different water bodies. The EI'S nust consi der
that the water quality up in the region is pristine and
perfectly suited for the spawning, rearing and life cycles
of sal nbn, a uniquely sensitive species.

And then when | was thinking about that, downriver as
well are some of the mari ne mammal s t hat depend on sal non.
And anything that brings harmto salnmon will also affect
many di fferent nmari ne manmal s that our peopl e depend on
wi thin those bays, Kvichak and Nushagak.

The Pebble Limted Partnership has not produced any
studi es or data regardi ng existing resources, environnent
on the south side of Lake Iliama. | see that they are
purporting to nove the ore that way. These studies shoul d
be proceeded -- precede the EI'S process. The Corps shoul d
not be considering the permt until PLP does the necessary
gr oundwor K.

The Pebble Limted Partnership has failed to do any
studies to denonstrate the economc feasibility of the

mne itself. It is unproductive for the Corps to be
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considering an application for a project that is
econom cal | y unproven.

And finally, the federal permtting process should be
coordinated with the Al aska State agencies that also have
permtting authority over the project conponents.

However, the Pebble Limted Partnership has failed to
apply for any State permts. The Corps should delay its
review until PLP has engaged the necessary State agencies
by applying for the required State permts.

| guess on a side note, |'ma retired Fish and Gane
enpl oyee. | have |listened to nmany debates on how our
resource should be shared by everybody wthin Bristol Bay.
And all of these people that depend on the resource have
| earned to rely on the Board of Fish and Board of Gane
process to ensure that we have continued resources that
everybody depends on for years. And as a | ongstandi ng
Al aska Native resident, | will not -- | will fight, I
guess, until | get ol der and naybe pass on to ensure that
not hi ng destroys the country in which we |ive.

So thank you for the opportunity to say a few words
t oday.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Sheila Ring.
M5. SHEI LA R NG | was told to sign in,
so | signed in.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Wuld you like to
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testify?

MS. SHEI LA RI NG No.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Daniel O Hara. As,
guess, a favor to nyself, would you reiterate your nane
and the correct pronunciation.

MR. DANIEL O HARA: M nane is Daniel J.
O Hara. And nice to see everybody here. | amthe mayor
of the Bristol Bay Borough, but |I'm not speaking for the
bor ough today, and |I'm not speaking for the staff, and |I'm
not speaking for the borough assenbly.

But | grew up on -- | was born on Lower Iliama
River. There was about 400 Dena'ina living there at the
tinme, and ny grandpa was the mayor, and he had a rei ndeer
herd. And we lived in Pile Bay, and we killed a npbose
every nonth to eat. That's a long tine ago, so they can't
get nme on that now. But that's okay.

| went to high school in Seattle. Started a little
| ate. Graduated at 20. | went to college. GCot narried.
After college | went up to Boeing Fuel, got ny license for
mai nt enance, worked for Anerican Airlines for three years.
In 1969 ny wife and | noved back to Naknek and rai sed our

famly here.

Now the -- when | -- | suppose this is the beginning
of the permtting process for the Pebble project. |Is that
right?
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MR, SHANE MCCOY: That's correct.

MR. DANIEL O HARA: So this is a good tine
to speak up on this. There has been a | ot of good
testinony this afternoon on what -- the Koktuli draining
into the Miul chatna over into the Nushagak bigger river
system and spawni ng areas. OTf in the Lower Talarik and
Lake Iliama nassifs, we have had three years of really
big, big fishing. Next year -- this year is going to be
good, and naybe one year after that. So we have just a
phenonenonal type of situation in Bristol Bay.

| guess what |I'd like to speak to is | just heard
this -- and it may be true. |If not, I'"mgoing to speak
into this mcrophone as testinony -- that there is a
possibility of noving the product from Upper Tal arik
across Lake Iliama through Kokhanok and over to the Cook
Inlet side. And | -- and they are going to use an
i cebreaker in the winter to nove the product.

As far as |I'm concerned, nothing goes in Lake
Iliamma. That just absolutely ran chills up ny back when
| heard that. | just cannot fathom having that happen.
We just heard a retired biologist tell us his experience
in Lake Iliama, and |'ve heard people give reports about
what is in Lake Iliama, which is -- which very few of us
ever hear what is in that [ake. W don't know all the

species that are in that lake. And |I'"'msure there is
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peopl e who have given us reports that there are so many
species of fish down there -- of course, the five species
of sal non conme up. O course, the big one is the sockeye.
And | just can't imagine breaking ice across Lake Iliama
and having that kind of a chance. It just really
confirned to ne that this is not a good position.

| would just like to nention that | heard this quote,
and I wsh | would have thought of it nyself, but a friend
told ne one day, he said, ny stand is that as far as
Koktul i, Mil chatna, Nushagak, Upper Tal arik, Lower Talarik
and Lake Iliama, the Pebble Project is not conpatible
wth that -- with those drai nages.

So thank you very nuch

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Everett Thonpson.
MR, EVERETT THOWPSON. M nane is Everett

Thonpson. | live here in Naknek. |I'ma fifth generation
commercial fisher, which | rely on for ny incone, and al so
rely on subsistence activities for ny famly and I. This
year will be ny 35th consecutive season fishing in Bristol
Bay, and ny 14-year-old nephew will be fishing and
| earning fromme again this season, which will make it his
third season. W are tribal nenbers here in Naknek, and I
personal ly am a sharehol der of four other regional Native
cor porations.

| have sone serious concerns about the Pebbl e Project
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and the permts they are required to get. | am concerned
about the earthen dam hol di ng back the tailings, as they
have been known to fail, the 50- to 80-m |l |iner proposed
to use in the tailings ponds being only ten tinmes or |ess
t han the vapor barriers being used in ny hone right now
This is eight-m Il paper vapor barrier stacked together.
That's too thin for ne. | don't see how you could stop
acid mne drainage if sonething happened with that
tailings pond around the area.

The amount of water used at the mne, | would like to
know how much it will drop the water table and see a 3-D
picture of it. |If they are not going to danmage or drop
into the Talarik, | would |like to see Pebble renove their
water permt fromthat area. So they withdraw that, where
they are trying to get that water from |If they are not
going to use that now or down the line, then withdraw it,

t hat application.

This pit wll fill up with water after operations
cease, and | don't want to see any of our waterfow dying
in the pit like they have in Butte, Montana.

The icebreaker transporting ore across the | ake al
the time is disrupting the environnent of seals, fish and
trout within communities across the | ake by people; the
roads, the culverts affecting fish and conpacti on of the

road possibly disrupting aquifers and water fl ow, the
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mar ketability of our world class sal non, trout and ot her
species; the noisy blasts fromthe mne disrupting the
animals in the area; the dust fromthe m ne and roads;
famly Native allotnents, which we have near Kokhanok and

| giugi g; natural gas l|lines going under Cook Inlet over the

| and and under Lake Iliama, and em ssions fromthe power
plant, and it nay affect the air quality, as well. All
pr obl ens.

The only reason we inhabit this portion of the earth
i s because of our abundant renewabl e resources that have

been providing for people of the region for 6- to 12, 000

years. This mne and other mnes that will cone once the
Infrastructure is here wll forever change and threaten
the area and all living things.

Most people will talk to you -- nost people you tal k

to around here aren't against m ning, but are against
m ning and putting at risk our |lush area and renewabl e
resources. W have had friends, famly, elders pass away
in the last 14 years fighting for the |ongevity of our
regi on because they knew keeping the health of the
ecosystem was greater than thensel ves.

In closing, I'd like to thank you for comng to our
area. Thank you for extending the coment period from 60
to 90 days. And please consider extending it to a ful

six nonths or nore. Qur area warrants such scruti ny.
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Thank you.
MR. SHANE MCCOY: Dyl an Mancuso.
MR. DYLAN MANCUSO |I'm going to take
advant age of that extended period. Thank you.
SHANE MCCOY: Melli sa.
MELLI SA MANCUSGC, Il wll, too.

2 5 2

SHANE MCCOY: Li ndsay Layl and.
MS. LI NDSAY LAYLAND: My nane is Lindsay

Layland. |I'ma resident of Dillingham Al aska. | was
raised in Bristol Bay. And |I'ma commercial fisherman
and a subsi stence hunter, as well. 1've | ong opposed the
Pebbl e M ne because the devel opnment of this mne, the
supporting infrastructure and the acconpanyi ng
transportation corridor and natural gas pipeline raise
very serious concerns about the potential inpacts and
effects on our region and beyond.

|'"d like to start by enphasi zi ng that regardl ess of
the scope that Arnmy Corps determnes to be appropriate for
this project and regardl ess of who and where and what you
determ ne to be inpacted by this devel opnent, this m ne
wll always be the wong nine in the wong place. |'m
vehement |y opposed to Pebbl e because it poses a
substantial threat to how !l live and to the traditional
way of life that has sustained the people of Bristol Bay

for thousands of years.
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In this comment period, however, you are asking us to
speak to concerns that we have regarding the potenti al
scope of this project.

So to nane a few, it's absolutely critical that the
Arny Corps of Engineers studies the direct, indirect and
cunul ative effects of the followng: Shifts in and
I npacts to cultural subsistence and traditional practices
such as fishing, ice fishing, trapping, hunting, berry
pi cking at, near, surroundi ng and downriver of the m ne
site on the Al aska Peninsula and in the Cook Inlet and
Kenai Peninsul a regi ons; human health inpacts that are
directly and indirectly related to fish and wildlife
consunption for residents and conmuniti es near,
surroundi ng and downriver of the mne, as well as human
heal th i npacts of sal non consuners wthin and beyond the
state of Al aska and the United States; inpacts to ground
surface and subsurface organi sns, including tundra,
berries, lichen, grasses, wetlands, algae, and all aquatic
species and waterfow species that nmay be affected as a
result of dust pollution fromthe construction and
operation of the transportation corridor.

As Joe nentioned earlier, |I'malso confused and
concerned by potential inpacts fromthe economcs of this
mne. Wthout an economc feasibility study presented by

the Pebble Limted Partnership in their application to the
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Arny Corps, | don't know how a proper assessnent of that
can be done.

The Arny Corps of Engi neers al so needs to exani ne the
I npacts that devel opnent of the Pebble M ne would have on
future mning endeavors within the Bristol Bay fisheries
reserve. |f the Pebble M ne were to be devel oped, how
mght it increase or decrease the |likelihood of other
m nes being built at other mneral clains in the
surroundi ng area? How would the devel opnment of those
projects affect the natural environnment of the Bristol Bay
regi on, human health, cultural and subsistence practices,
regi onal and statew de econom es, tourism and conmerci al
fishing industries, regional population |levels, and the
gl obal nmarket of mneral value? None of this is outlined
in the Pebble Limted Partnership's application and
deserves extensive research and revi ew

Wii |l e there have been significant research and
scientific reviews surrounding this mne proposal on
I npacts to water and salnon, | urge you to expand the
scope of this project to include every individual, every
community, and every user group from Nondalton to
Kol i ganek, from Al eknagi k to Togi ak, fromFalls Pass to
Voznezenka, and those around the state and the country
because -- and those around the state and the country who

have any cultural, economc, spiritual, societal, famlial
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or other ties to Bristol Bay. Bristol Bay is no place for
t he Pebbl e M ne.

And as Everett stated, a 90-day comment period is not
nearly significant for this region, as people here are
continuously participating in subsistence activities
t hroughout the year. For a proper opportunity, we need at
| east six nonths for a project of this size and nagnitude
in this region. Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Russell Phel ps.

MR, RUSSELL PHELPS: Hi . My name is
Russel | Phel ps. l"ma lifel ong resident of Naknek,
Alaska. And I'"'malso a commercial fisherman. Oiginally
nmy famly has been set net fishernen, but | just recently
purchased a drift boat permt. | subsistence fish and |
subsi st ence hunt.

And I'd like to -- | realize this is a scoping --
this is for the Corps of Engi neers on scoping of the
project. And what I'd |i ke the Corps of Engineers to | ook
at is Bristol Bay is the world' s | argest sockeye fishery.
I'd like themto figure out if there is a way to farm
sockeye sal non because, as far as | know, there is no way
to farm sockeye salnon. And so if you are going to have
the mne cone in, you could potentially harmthe sockeye,
which will never return to these rivers |ike the Kvichak

and t he Nushagak.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

34

The other thing | read about, and I -- and |I've heard
on the news is that a lot of |larger gold and copper m nes
in the world don't want to see this nmne comng in because
this mne is going to flood the market so their prices
woul d come down. So |I'd like the Corps of Engineers to
| ook into that, as well.

l|'d like you to look into all the mari ne manmal s t hat
are affected in the region, and not only in the Bristol
Bay region, but in the Cook Inlet region, and all the
other fish that are in our streans, such as snelt,
herring, |ake trout, grayling, and rainbow trout.

l'd also like to mrror what Joe Chythlook said. 1'd
| i ke to see the econom c study that the Pebble M ne woul d
present to the State.

That being said, | hope that | can pass this fishery
that | have been fishing ny whole |life and getting paid
since | was nine years old to ny famly and ny famly can
pass it on to the next generation. Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: George W/ son, Jr.

MR CGEORGE WLSON, JR: Hello. M nane
Is George Wlson, Jr. I'ma lifelong resident of Bristol
Bay. And on ny dad's side, he canme up here -- ny
grandf at her cane up here in the early 1900s, and on ny
nom s side, we have occupied this region since the

begi nning of mankind. And with that, | take that
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responsibility very seriously because that's -- |I'm
entrusted in this environnent fromny grandparents or ny

ancestors. And | have three daughters of which | feel

responsi ble for helping to protect this region. I'ma
commercial fisherman. |'ma subsistence user. |It's very
near and dear to ny heart, this -- | grewup in Iliama

Lake, in lIgiugig, and with that this is a very real. |
can't express that enough.
| understand the mning industry. Not only aml a
commerci al fisherman, but |I'ma welder and fabricator, and
| need raw netals to do ny job. But | believe that this
mne is in the wong place for the wong reasons, and it
could inpact this fishery like all the other |arge
fisheries that used to exist before Bristol Bay. W are
just the last one. W weren't the only one. This is the
| ast large fishery in the world.
And t hank you.
MR, SHANE MCCOY: Russell Nel son.
MR, RUSSELL NELSON: Hel | o. My nanme is
Russell Nelson, and I'mfromD Ilingham | grew up here.
| was born over in Kanakanak, just right beside
Dillingham And ny famly is all fromthere. | grew up
fishing commercially and subsistence fishing. | was -- |
started flying in 1974, spent six years on the Al aska

St ate Board of Fisheri es. And that's a seven-nenber
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board. | don't know if you guys are famliar with it, but
they make all the fishing regulations for the State of
Al aska: nethods, neans, tinme and area. So | have a
little bit of experience with fisheries, especially in
Bristol Bay. You have to be appointed by the governor and
confirned by the House and Senate, so it's a rigorous
process. | spent two terns on there.

And ny large famly and nost of the residents in
Bri stol Bay and everybody that | know really depend on the
fishery. And all the gane aninmals, too, that run around.
And those things really require a clean environnent. And
that's what makes Bristol Bay so great. W don't have
roads all over the place and power |ines and peopl e
tronpi ng through the streans and runni ng up and down al
of themall the tine. |It's a pretty renote area. That's
what nakes Bristol Bay so good for having all the fish
t hat we have.

| subsistence fish. | fish for king salnmon is the
mai n species that | go after in the springtine, and then |
go back for sockeye later, and so do nost of the people
that | know around -- the Nushagak River is a really good
producer of king salnon, and it's probably one of the | ast
great producers of king sal non where we are not having
trouble with runs. W know the Yukon is com ng back a

l[ittle bit, but the Kenai is in trouble. And it's al
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because of this pristine environnent.

And ny understanding is that 25 percent of the king
sal non that go up the Nushagak Ri ver spawn in the north
fork of the Koktuli. That's the headwaters up there where
Pebbl e wants to put a tailings pond, and they want to take
sone water out of it, also, which will deplete sonme of
those -- one of the nost inportant feeder streans for Kking
sal non al ong the Nushagak River that we all depend on and
hope the fish to cone back every year

Looking at -- seeing that there -- the bad netals and
the pyrite that's real high in sulfites, and they are
going to store it up there on top of it, so they would
have to store that for, | don't know -- | guess you can't
just store it for 100 years or 1,000 years or 10,000
years. You' ve got to store it forever or it's eventually
goi ng to cone down and ruin the habitat.

| think the Pebble Partnership needs to do |ike al
t he other m ning conpanies and show us a plan before they
get permts fromthe Corps of Engineers. You know, they
should be -- have to put up enough noney for renedi ation
for the worst case scenario. | think the Corps should
al so evaluate PLP's permt application over a 10, 000-year
time period because that's how -- its own consultants said
It would require nonitoring in its 2012 baseli ne study.

If their consultants are telling themit's 10,000 years a
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study, you guys shoul d be doing the sane thing, studying
them for 10,000 years. | think we should study themfor
10, 000 years, then see if it's right.

|'"d like you to please consider all the inpacts,

i ncludi ng the construction, operation and cl osure phases.
They shoul d have to prove that they are -- a small mne is
economcally feasible on its own and not conme back for an
expansion of the mning plan in order to make it
profitable.

Pl ease don't fast track this project and | eave the
citizens of the United States of Anerica to pay for
anot her Superfund site. Fast tracking the permt process
for a foreign mning conpany to the detrinent of U S.
citizens should be crimnal. The United States Corps of
Engi neers is not neeting its own NEPA obligations.

So pl ease, study themfor a long tinme. Make sure
that they do all of this stuff, that they are not the
first big, giant mne in Al aska that can cone in here and
get all the permts w thout even doing their own research
and telling us what they are actually going to do.

Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: John Chri stensen.
MR JOHN CHRI STENSEN: Hel | o. My name is
John Christensen. | amthe president of the Native

Village of Port Heiden. | have sone things for the Arny
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Corps to consider. WII the deepwater port get refilled
after the project? And where is the dredge material going
to be stored? |If so, will there be any inpact doing that,
storing all the material? |If not, who will nmintain the
port if it's not refilled back in?

Can you consider the inpact on the mgrating birds
that fly over the area, and the road and m ne noi ses, what
that wll do to then? The mgrating birds' food supply,

t he berries, bugs, blackfish, plankton will also be
affected. And will there be a study on that? Al so, wll
t here be seasons of no blasting for the mning so the
birds can fly and not be scared away?

Al so, what kind of crine would be created by the
I ncreased popul ation fromthe mne workers and support
personnel ? Exanple of drug use, of opioids, hunman
trafficking, theft and vandalism Health care would al so
be affected. OQur hospital is already long waits. And is
there going to be their own hospital, or will there be a
bi gger burden on what we have? Also the jails, too, if
the -- if there is nore crine. Need to do a study on
that. And will ny taxes be paying for a new hospital and
jails, or is the mne going to be doing that? Have you
studi ed this?

The road going in, when wll that be renoved if

the -- after the project, and is there a tineline for
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that? WII there be a study on |eaving the road in and
what kind of harmwould it cause to the mgrating animals
in the area? Also, is there a plan for the icebreaker

barge if sonething should happen, if it sinks while |oaded

with ore, |ike an unbal anced | oad sinking or punctures due
to ice?
And that's all 1've got.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Jodi e Hagenbay?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: Hazenber g?

MR, SHANE MCCOY: Hazenberg? Yeah, that
could be it. Nope? kay.

Cody Lauson.

MR. CODY LARSON: Thanks. M nanme is Cody
Larson. Seens |like every tine | wite ny nane, soneone

calls me Lauson, so |'ve got to work on ny Rs.

Sol livein Dllingham |'ve lived there for 12
years. But I'mtestifying today because |I'm going to be
traveling a bit, and I don't knowif I'Il have another

chance. But in the last 12 years that I've lived in
Dillingham | have been | earning about the Bristol Bay way
of life, and that's -- that's been what has kept me here.
And I'd like to call it ny hone, but I can't call it ny
hone because it's not ny land. It's not where I'mfrom

A lot of people in the roomcan say that this is your

hone.
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And so the things that |'m speaking to are things
that |I'm speaking to fromny perspective. But the way of
life that | have been learning is what's kept ne here. |
know that the Arny Corps of Engineers is |ooking at the
scope of information and for information gaps and things
t hat shoul d be addressed here in this environnental inpact
statenent. And so | wote down a few things that | want
to know and what | think will need to be studied for this
20-year project.

The first thing, | grew up doing construction, so any
good construction project has a tineline. And 20 years
isn't that long of atineline to be pretty specific at
when t hings are going to happen and who is going to be
doi ng them and what's goi ng to happen for m ssed
deadlines. Typically if you have a contractor or
sonething with a m ssed deadline, there is consequences
and there is assurances in place, bonds in place to nmake
sure that those deadlines aren't mssed. But this isn't a
project. It's not a plan. 1It's a hypothetical scenario
of sonething that could have -- could take place wth
m ni mal i npact.

So with this hypothetical scenario that's been
outlined in the past few nonths here, sone of the
questions | would have liked to have had answered in that

scenario is what year -- do we have to expect anot her
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application for a larger mne, |larger mne plan or
extension of the mne plan? And that's even if the
conpany changes their nane or has a sister conpany cone
in. It's still the sane area. |It's the sane body of ore.
And so with changes to conpanies, it doesn't necessarily
all eviate the previous conpany's assurances or bonds that
t hey woul d have to have through default, bankruptcy, al

of the tactics that we have seen around the world.

Anot her couple of adjustnents I'd |like to see that
were in this hypothetical scenario were sone of the
phrases like until such tine that nonitoring won't be
needed. And so that's, again, not a tineline. It's very
vague and open, nothing that you would see in any
construction project. 1'll be finishing at such tine in
the future that | think I can finish. So if we have a
tinmeline of 20 years, let's see sone deadl i nes.

The other thing | didn't like to see in there is,
| i ke, third-party nmai ntenance. Very vague. Like, who is
going to be doing this? Wen are they going to be
finished with what they are doing? So anything third
party is not taking ownership and saying, we are going to
develop this responsibly. It's saying, we will figure it
out as we go. That's not a good nodel for any
constructi on project.

As far as logistics or other things that should be
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considered outside of all of the other ecol ogical inpacts
are sone of the water nodels that have been put together
for even the EPA's assessnent to be able to do an
assessnent. There were only two-di nensional water table
nodels. And so with -- the water systemis -- as just far
reaching as it is in the area, we need to see 3-D nodel s
of the water systens. And those are what need to be used
I n determ ni ng what can go where and when seasonally --
very seasonal. So sone of the seasonal things that
weren't addressed in the hypothetical scenario were
seasons of, you know, ice or seasons -- or tines of day
that snolt are at the top of the water colum in Lake
Iliama or at the bottom of the water colum in Lake
Iliama. Should they be running ferries all day, all
night, just in the nornings, just in the evenings? None
of this is outlined in there, but it's pretty basic stuff.

You know, for mnimal inpact we have just got to be
| ooki ng at what creatures are noving around and how are we
going to nove around them w thout creating an inpact to
them things that should all be outlined in here.

Cetting back to the Bristol Bay way of |ife and those
assessnents, that's, | think, maybe -- maybe in ny m nd
t he nost inportant thing that we should be | ooking at is,
Is there going to be an assessnent of what our region wll

|l ook like with a shift in our val ues because of an
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I ndustry that's a foreign concept to the people that cal
this honme that are fromhere. Can we assess what wll it
be |i ke when our values shift fromour |and and our waters
and those things providing for us continually into the
future and the know edge that we get fromthe | ands and
waters that's been passed to us by our parents and
generations before us? Wat wll that |ook |ike and can
we have a nodel of that? Wat wll it |ook |ike when our
val ues shift away from what we have val ued here so far?
l'"d like to see what that |ooks I|ike.

But it certainly should be determ ned when we are
dependi ng on a cash econony over a subsi stence econony or
sonething that is -- the focus is nore of what can | take
fromyou, here is what you can take fromnme, versus what
can | give to everyone. And that's been the val ue shift
that I've seen -- or the value that |I've seen in Bristol
Bay, and that's the way of life that |I've cone to
appreci ate here.

So thanks for your tinme, and | hope to see a very
t horough analysis of things that |'ve nenti oned.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Meganna Schl ai s.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE SPEAKER: Schl ai s
[ pronunci ati on] .

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Sorry. | apol ogize.

Meganna? Pete Carracas. And if you could say your narme.
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MR. PETE CARUSO Caruso. | wasn't going
to say anything, but listening to everybody, | felt naybe
| should say sonething. Pete Caruso, com ng up on 40
years here in the Naknek area. Set netter, drift
fisherman, tender. Listened to a |ot of people tal k about
t he econom c inpact on the Bristol Bay fisheries. | kind
of looked at it alittle different. A lot of people in
this roomknow that I'ma pretty avid trapper and hunt,
like a lot of them And I was thinking that in Anchorage
and in the Lower 48, you guys have activities: Colf,
bow i ng, baseball, football, whatever, go out on the
weekends and do your thing. Mre power to you. Geat.

Here, we have a different type of activity:
Smel ting, hunting, various types of hunting, trapping, and
that's what keeps us going as we get older. And of
course, | hit the 60 mark and I"'mstill going. |If there
Is a negative inpact with the Pebble M ne to the natural
resources in the area here, what happens to ne and peopl e
i ke me? Qur activities go away, and there I'mgoing to
probably sit on the deck of ny house which overl ooks the
Naknek River, which I really enjoy this tine of year of
wat ching the swans cone in, the geese, the Belugas, the
seals. [I'll be sitting on the deck of ny house watchi ng
an enpty river go by, and life is going to pass nme up.

And i nstead of maybe, wth any luck, living to the age of
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90 or 95 in decent health, maybe |I'Il Kkick the bucket at
70, 75 because there's no activities.

So just keep that in mnd for the people in
Washi ngt on who have a lot of availability to them and we
have very few availabilities to us.

Thank you.

MR, SHANE MCCOY: Carol ann Hester.
Carol ann? Beth HI1? Anna Hoover.

M5. ANNA HOOVER: My nanme i s Anna Hoover
| ama lifelong sumer resident of Bristol Bay and a
five-year full-tinme resident. | have a famly here. And
nore than half of ny annual income cones from conmerci al
fishing.

| am not an overly enotional person, but the subject
of protecting Bristol Bay fromthe threat of the Pebble
Mne is one that is so dear to ny heart that it nore often
t han not brings ne to tears.

This is nmy third time testifying on behalf of our
region. In addition to dedicating ny naster's degree to
researching and witing on the subject, the first time |
testified was in 2012 al ongside friends and community
nmenbers that are no longer with us to contribute to the
conversati on.

It is my opinion that the fact this is still a

conversation rather than a refuge protecting our salnon is
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heart br eaki ng; heartbreaki ng because this feels |ike the
cl osest we have conme to losing this ten-plus-year fight to
protect what we |love nost. W love being a part of a
bal anced ecosystem that sustains 20,000 jobs and provides
direct protein fromthe wild to human nmouths. This
econom ¢ bal ance took thousands of years to achi eve and
woul d take that anount of tine again if it were knocked
out of rhythm

W feed our famlies fromthe productive waters that
surround us. It is our responsibility -- it is our
responsibility to take care of these waters that all ow us
the tradition of pulling trophy-sized sal non out of them
a tradition that has been extinguished in so many ot her
parts of the world. W residents of Bristol Bay are proud
to be the hone of the last wild commercial sockeye fishery
in the worl d.

| think it is inmportant for you to study the
commerci al fisheries that exist and used to exist in
Engl and, Ireland, Iceland, Scotland, California, O egon
and now Washi ngton state, not only the econom c and
envi ronnent al inpacts, but the human health and soci al
i npacts of the people who participate in those fisheries.

We are caregivers of this land, this ecosystem W
are here to ensure our offspring share in the joy of the

great w |l d harvest.

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

48

Speaki ng of offspring, it is also inportant to
nmeasure the cunul ative inpact fromthe construction,
operation and mtigation of the mne, not only for ny
children's generation, but ny children's children and for
generations to cone. No single one of us deserves the
right to erase a way of |life, neither of a species of
sal non nor of a people.

Qur way of life, who we are, depends on the health
and safety of our land. | wish we had the mllions of
dollars to hire the narketing teamto tell you nore
el oquently that this beautiful part of the world that we
call Bristol Bay has no roomfor any formof this mne or
any like it. Wlat if there is an earthquake simlar in
magni tude to the 1964 devastating quake that rocked
Al aska? We do not want to be the next Los Frailes Mne in
Spain or, even closer to hone, Mount Polley in British
Col unbi a where the | ocal people are left with a poll uted
ecosystem surroundi ng them and a Superfund site with no
one being held responsi bl e.

And ny |ast closing thought is, what do the next
10, 000 years |l ook like for our returning sal non?

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Eddie d ark.
MR, EDDIE CLARK: | want to thank you guys
for being here and listening to us. Lifelong resident.

Born and rai sed here. Fished over 60 years here,
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commerci al, subsistence, sports. | do about everything.
Really enjoy it here. And |like Pete says, the ol der we
get, the nore we nove, the |onger we are going to |ast.
And that's kind of what we do here. W just keep plugging
away. And ny whole life savings is in ny conmerci al
fishing outfit. 1'll never retire. M father didn't.

And so that's just the way we are.

But the economics of fishing, comrercial fishing in
Bristol Bay -- even the Bristol Bay Borough here, 83
percent of the revenue the borough gets is directly from
commercial fishing or indirectly fromcomrercial fishing.
You know, City of lgiugig, the fish tax, they wouldn't be
nothing without it. The Lake and Pen Borough, the school
district, they have 17 school s open because of the fish
tax. | nean, this whole area would just really be a ghost
town, | guess. | don't know. And that's too bad.

You know, |I'm | ooking at their new travel plan, and |
spent nany years in lgiugig in the fall, and it probably
bl ows 100 m | es an hour at Lake Iliama three to five
tines a year. 100 mles an hour. They want to cross it
all the tinme. That ice gets thick up there. Boy, | don't
know.

|' ve asked ot her people naybe alternate plans and
stuff. And there are sone alternate plans if sonething

| i ke that has to happen, but Iliama Lake is pretty
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precious. It's just the biggest run of sockeye cones out
of there, and just nmessing that up is terrible. Wong
pl ace, wong tine, you know.

You | ook at the map from Kokhanok to Anmakdedori on
the other side, they are so close to McNeil R ver, it's
unbel i evable. | nean the bears and the tourists, but
mai nly the bears there, just getting there close is
unr eal

But anyway, | want to thank you. And we have got a

good nunber of people showed up. Wong place, wong tine.

Thanks.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Joshua Gumnl i ckpuk.

MR, JOSHUA GUMLI CKPUK:  So hi . My nanme is
Joshua Gumickpuk. | ama resident of the D llingham
area. | amcurrently here doing ny student teaching in
the building. | have been here since January, and |
really grewto love this place. | look forward to com ng

back to here. But | amcurrently in ny senior year at
col | ege.

And | just want to talk nore about, like, | really
don't have any incone as a college student here. So
really one reason why | want to be a teacher is because
you get summers off. And during those sumrer tines --
sorry. |I'mjust -- | get --

But during those summer tines, | use that tine to go
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back home. And ne, ny dad and ny grandpa do a | ot of net
hangi ng, and so we get all the commercial nets ready and
stuff like that. And that is just an inpact on us,
especially with this fishery. So we do all that. It's
like a fam |y business. There is ne, ny dad and ny
grandpa. |It's a three-generation business. And | want to
see that going on, and with this proposed Pebble M ne that
It would not continue to go on.

And on top of that, | ama commercial fisherman here.
I have been commercial fishing for about ten years now,
and | grewto love it. It's ny goal and ny dreamto get
my own permt and to fish and to conti nue that conmerci al
fishing lifestyle. But besides that, | just want to say |
want to see nore research and nore studies on the inpact
that this m ne could have around the regi on and around the
Cook Inlet region.

| want to see -- | want to see nore research on how
t he road connecting from wherever you guys propose that it
may happen on, |ike, dust pollution just because, |ike, we
live off the land and we live off, |ike, wth anything
that's in the water system And | am here because the
| and cannot speak for itself, and | want to see, |ike, the
i npact that the dust pollution, that sound pollution, that
anything that -- that anything with the mne that has or

that is proposed will have a direct or indirect, |iKke,
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effect on us.

So | don't have anything el se to say. Thank you.

MR, SHANE MCCOY: Peter Andrews.
MR. PETER ANDREW It's Peter Andrew.

There is only one of ne. |'"'ma comercial fishernan,
subsi stence user, also board of directors of BBNC

| understand this is scoping, sol'dreally like to
have the Corps of Engineers really take a good, hard | ook
at the mne site itself, look at -- | ook at the hydrol ogy.
| think the hydrology is very critical inthis -- in this
particul ar area. You have all heard all of the ifs and
whys and why we shouldn't, but it's -- this is going to be
based on sci ence.

| ask you to take a good | ook at the watershed
assessnent that was done. Take a look at the 1.3 mllion
comment s t hroughout the United States and state of Al aska.
Take a | ook at the road corridor. Even on the north side,
It's going to cross over sone different drainages that are
going to be very inportant, the critical inpacts to those
streans that produce sone of the greatest sportfishing in
the world. Need very good science to take a | ook at that,
the inpacts of a road and the dust that's going to go on
t hose roads, the crossing of the |ake with the proposed
I ce barges and stuff.

In the United States there is only one species of
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freshwater seals left. | think it's very critical that

t he Corps takes a good, hard | ook at science regarding the
health and wel fare of the seals that are left on that Lake
Iliama. There is no other one that has freshwater seals
ever again. | know that the other ones are extinct.

The road corridor fromthe Kokhanok side to the
Amakdedori Bay | anding, the road corridor is going to run
parallel, parallel with the McNeil River sanctuary. The
I npacts of constructing a road, the inpacts of taking and
nmovi ng heavy equi pnment across that road 24/7 on the bears.
| nmean, there is a sanctuary there for a reason. The
scientific facts about bear m gration, npose mgration,
all of that.

And nost inportantly, | nean, John said it. It's
waterfow . | nean, we have waterfow that cone --
mgrating birds that conme all the way from South Aneri ca.
We need to nake sure that sone real, solid science goes
into the waterfow mgration

So obviously the -- the social, econom c inpacts of
the region, commercial fishing. |In the ten years that we
have been here arguing about this mne, the commrerci al
fishery al one has probably generated probably $1.6 billion
into the econony. How is that going to work if you take
an equation out? And long-termeffects of this m ne,

the -- if it is permtted, it is going to be a Superfund

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

54

Site.

And as far as | know, what little science that |'ve
seen indicates that the -- the ore bodies that are --
doesn't have a -- it has no -- the shelf life onit is for
forever. So take a good, hard | ook at that.

And pl ease take a good, hard | ook at the watershed
assessnent. | nean, nowhere else in the world has a bunch
of people ever commented on sonething like this. This is
it. This is the last stand for sal non.

Thank you.

MR, SHANE MCCOY: Thank you. Wth that, I
don't have any other attendees that would |Ii ke to speak,
at least in front of the audience, the | arge audi ence.

The court reporter is still available if you would like to
provi de your comments directly to her. She's here.

O herwi se, we will continue the open house through the
scheduled tine. And again, thank you for your

partici pation.

(O f the record.)

MR. SHANE MCCOY: We have one nore person
that would like to provide their coment to the | arge
gr oup.

M5. ANNETTE CARUSO. Annette Caruso,
Naknek resident. |[|'mfrom Level ock and Igiugig. And so

just listening to Dick Russell talk about, you know, the
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danger of the -- Lake Iliama, you know, | noved to
| giugig when I was eight years old and | graduated there,
so living on that | ake and being aware of -- you know,
t hat water, you know, once it gets rough or freezes and
the ice builds up, like Dick says, | can't inmagine them
wanting to have docks or trying to ferry whatever across
the way over to Amakdedori. | don't want to see that and
| don't want themto take the chance of having, you know,
sone type of spill down there.

You know, all of the fish and all the fauna, the
bi rds, the berries, the people that |live there, the
econom c -- the Pebble study fast track, what's the rush?
We are fromthis |last |ush salnon fishery. W want it to
| ast; not just for ny lifetime, for the next hundreds of
generations of lifetimes to cone. Like Joshua Gum i ckpuk
said, | chose to get ny degree in elenentary education so
that | could comercial fish in the summers. | wouldn't
have to take | eave to fish.

And | couldn't wait for ny dad to take ne out on his
boat. M famly hasn't sold out. W nade it through the

| ow sal non runs, through the low prices. And we w ||

continue to do so. You know, | grew up a subsistence
user, sports fish user. | love snoking ny king strips,
canning salnmon. | especially |ove ny noodl e-vie, the

spawned out salnon fromlgiugig. Goes really well with
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the Eskino ice cream the berries fromthat tundra. And I
need to thank ny grandparents for passing on those val ues
to me and ny famly.

W need to keep the Pebble M ne out. Thank you.

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Wbuld anyone el se |ike
an option to speak in front of the entire audi ence? Ckay.
Wll, we will be available for a little bit longer if you
guys have any questions that we can answer.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Do you guys
have any questions to ask us?

MR. SHANE MCCOY: Not right now. That's
not --

(O f the record.)

MS. JOSEY WOOD: Josey Wod. So when |
was | ooking at the map that had the box on it that showed
the area that we lived in, it showed two national parKks.
And | have been to Brooks Canp a couple of tines, and it's
an anazi ng experience. And if sonething wong happens, |
don't want that to affect the bears or the fish because it
was amazing. W got close up and personal wth the bears.
| have been living here for three years, but | never want
to | eave.

Me and ny famly, we fish. W don't fish for a
| iving, but we do subsistence fishing wwth a net, and it's

so nmuch fun. | love to eat salnon. And | just don't want
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this to affect ny hone and I know -- | wasn't born here,
but I just don't want this to affect where I live. |
don't want this to affect ny hone.

(Of the record.)

MR, PETER ANDREW You really need to take

a good, hard | ook at the owner of the road corridor and
t he subsurface corridor of the road on the north side of
the | ake and the south side of the | ake because | think
bot h sides are owned by the regional corporation, a good
chunk of them Ckay.

(Of the record.)

MR JOHN WSE: M nane's John Wse. |I'm
a commercial fisherman in Naknek. | have three boats. |
have a crew of nine people. And they are -- it's the

maj or source of their incone is the Bristol Bay sal non
fishery.

| have been fishing since | was a teenager all over
the state of Al aska and el sewhere with all types of gear
for all types of fish. And there is no fishery that |
have ever seen that can match this one in the Bristol Bay
sal non fishery for a nunber of reasons. |It's the last --
it's the greatest of our remaining salnon fisheries,
w t hout a question. There is -- it's -- there are no
hatcheries. It's a conpletely wild fishery. 1It's an

artisanal fishery, pursued by snall businesses, and there
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Is nothing like it anywhere.

And | think you can nake the argunent that it's the
greatest fishery left in the world. | think it's in that
di scussion for all those reasons. |It's also the crown
j ewel of Al aska, of the Al aska fisheries, which are held
up worl dwi de as a nodel of conservati on.

And | guess ny particular concerns with the EI'S, |
hope the Corps wll take a hard | ook at the king sal non
runs on the Nushagak. The king salnon are in decline al
over the West Coast and around the state, and | just -- |
feel it's inportant that -- you know, the Nushagak River
I's one of the few bright spots renmaining for king sal non
around the -- around the Pacific Ocean. | fished also on
t he Kuskokwi m River in those sal non fisheries, and they
are shut down now due to king sal non declines. There is
no fishery. The subsistence fishery is in jeopardy. So
ki ng sal nron are a huge issue.

And then | al so wonder about the interconnectedness
of all of this and its inpact on not just upstreamfrom
Naknek, but downstreamon the Bristol Bay red crab
fishery, on the herring fishery in Togi ak, on the cod and
pol | ock. There is so nuch interconnectedness there that
|"mnot sure howit could all be taken into account in the
envi ronnental i npact statenent.

But | guess | would just say that this -- this area
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that's -- that's threatened by this mne is a nati onal
treasure. And you can put it up against Yosemte and
Yel | owst one and Grand Canyon any day of the week. And |
think it's a world treasure. | think it -- | think it's
absolutely vital that we preserve it.

That's what | have to say.

MS. BECKY SAVO So there is many aspects
of this mne I'd |like the Arny Corps of Engineers to | ook
at. Nunber one, it's an incredibly diverse ecosystem
It's the spawni ng ground for the |argest salnon run on the
pl anet. W are the sockeye capital of the world, Bristol
Bay Borough is. And we want to stay that way.

l"mtestifying on ny own behalf as a resident. But
the entire tax base of the Bristol Bay Borough is based on
fish tax. So it's inportant to the econony here.

But there is many aspects of the project that | think
the Arny Corps of Engineers needs to | ook closely at.
One, it's been identified as a water deficit project. And
what that means, according to the Pebble Partnership, is
that there is not enough water on site for the m ning
smelting activities that are planned. So they woul d be
bringing water on site from other sources, which, in ny
mnd, wll end up being Lake Iliama because that is the
| ar gest water source close by, unless they drill a |ot of

wells. So no matter what you do, there is a very shall ow

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

60

water table up there that's pretty fragile.

|'d also i ke you to |look at the |ikelihood of
geophysi cal events there: earthquakes, vol canoes,
shifting of ground, climte change. Al of those things
affect our region. W are in the ring of fire. 1t's not
a good environnent to build an earthen dam because of the
eart hquake threat. Erosion. W have extrene weat her,
extrene tenperature change. So it's a very harsh
envi ronnent for devel opnent, and it's a harsh environnent
to control in terns of erosion and on-site water retainage
and all of those things.

The nost inportant thing, really to ne is that you
| ook at the Native people as a part of the ecosystem and
all the local residents and the dependence on sal non as a
cul tural aspect of their world, as well as food source.
They will not be healthy wi thout salnon. They will not
socially be well w thout sal non.

If you really look at this region, everything in this
regi on revol ves around salnon. And | do not believe that
you can have m ning and this volunme of sal non fishery
exi st cohesively together.

And when | asked the expert from Pebbl e Partnership
that was a scientist fromthe University of Washi ngton --
which is ny alma nater, and | respect the University of

Washi ngton -- but when | asked himif he thought they
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could divert those creeks and still maintain those sal non
runs, he said, | hope so. And that's not good enough for
me. | don't want to hope so. | want a definite

scientific nmethod of how that's going to work.

The other thing I want you to look at is heavy netals
in wldlife and sal non because any acid | eaching is going
to put those heavy netals into the water table. And that
I's the worst possible thing for sal non because it affects
their sensory map to get back hone to the spawni ng
streans. So | think that's a very inportant aspect, as
wel | .

There is al so the econony, obviously. W are pretty
nmuch a one-source econony out here, and it all revol ves
around sal non.

| personally have -- ny entire famly for generations
is tied to this fishery. M great uncle was a scienti st
for the University of Washington and did sone of the very
first research on salnon in Lake Iliama and this whol e
drai nage. M dad canme here wth the Al aska Packers
Associ ati on because of the connection with ny uncle, who
got himinterested in the fishery. And he was in quality
control, and then he started working for the canneries.
And then | cane up because ny dad cane up. And then I
marri ed sonmeone fromhere who fished. H's whole famly

fishes. Al ny kids fish and now ny grandkids fish. So
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it has literally supported our famly for four generations
now. And | would like to nake it be five and six. So
that's a concern

Let's see. Do you really specifically want to know
what you should research, right? Wat aspects of the
proj ect --

MR. SHANE MCCOY: What your specific
concerns are.

MS. BECKY SAVO Well, one of ny specific
concerns is that if you have investors that are from
foreign countries, can we really hold themto recl amati on?
| personally have a degree in | andscape architecture,
which a lot of reclanmation work hires | andscape architects
to do that work, and | have not seen any of that work
perforned in the state of Alaska. There is very little
reclamation. The BLMdid a little bit around the oi
I ndustry, but generally the mnes here don't do the |evel

of reclamation work that they do in the Lower 48. So |

kind of feel like it m ght become an out-of -sight,
out-of-mnd situation if the mne -- you know, the m ne
wer e abandoned or didn't pan out financially. |'m not

sure that | trust foreign entities to be bonded
significantly to protect the environnent.
And | guess lastly, | would just |like to say |I think

that the value in the natural beauty and the raw
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undevel oped | and al so has a huge econom c value to the
state of Al aska. | nmean, people cone here because of the
vast w | derness because it's untouched. It's pristine.
You know, the bird watchers, even the hunters, they cone
because this is the place that hasn't been tanpered with
yet. And | think that we can associ ate an econoni c val ue
wth that, right along with the fishery and ri ght al ong
wth mning. And | would |like to see that considered
because oftenti nes people don't take into account the
value of -- the value of an unsoiled region. And that is
what drives our tourismhere. And tourismis a very
viabl e industry in Al aska, right along wth fishing and
m ni ng.

| "' m not opposed to mning. |'mjust opposed to
mning here. And | don't really feel like they | ooked at
alternatives to snelt and other areas and to downsi ze the
footprint of the m ne.

And really the nost concerning thing tonme is |I'd
like to call nyself an educated resident of Bristol Bay.
Where are the plans? Wen are they going to show us the
plans for that m ne? You know, | work in permtting and
devel oping, and | want to see it on paper. | want to know
the size, the depth, the materials they are bringing in,

t he people they are going to enploy. | want to know every

single detail. W know nothing as the residents of
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Bristol Bay about that mne. And that was a cal cul at ed,
pl anned effort on behalf of Pebble Partnership to not
share the real guts of the project with the residents of
Bristol Bay. And quite frankly, that is an insult to ne
as a resident.

And | also would like to say I'd like to see the
scopi ng process extended. | didn't feel like it was
easily identified in the public and adverti sed enough.

And | also feel like coordination always needs to be nade
with other neetings in the community to nake sure that you
can get full participation.

l"'mtrying to think. There is a few other things
that | really wanted you to address. How the power grid
of the project wll affect the |local residents. You know,
how are they going to power that mne? 1Is it going to be
di esel ? You know, what's that going to do to the
envi ronnent ?

My bi ggest concern is the water deficit project
because that neans they are transferring | arge vol unes of
water to that project, and that's going to affect the
fishery, as well as diverting streans and i ntroducing
heavy nmetals into the environnent.

O course, acid runoff. 1'd like you to | ook at
that. 1'd like you to |look at the stability of an earthen

damthe size that they are planning, if | even really have
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the real information on the size of the earthen dam
because, again, they have not shared the plans wth us.
So |l wuld |like to really see a full plan set. And I|I've
| ooked on the website, and | would say it's a concept ual
pl an, not an engi neered plan. So | would think that
shoul d be nmade public before the permtting process. The
public should know what they are building. And we don't.

Then, of course, all the wonderful wldlife species
that are there: the flowers, the tundra, the people, the
clean air, the beautiful sky. 1 don't want to see any of
that go away. |'m not opposed to devel opnent. |'mj ust
opposed to this scale of devel opnent.

And | feel sonetines that there has been sone kind of
threatening tactics around the mne. |'ve seen entire
famlies divided over the mne. |'ve seen, you know,
people in the comunity divided about you are either for
it or against it. |It's had a huge soci ol ogi cal inpact on
Bristol Bay, the threat of this mne has. And it has
divided famlies. It has divided comunity menbers
because if you are -- you know, if you are forced to take
sides, then you don't agree.

And you know, | -- you know, | was insulted when
soneone canme to one of the public neetings and said, well,
you know, the welfare benefits are going away and we are

going to have to have this m ne because we are going to
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need some jobs. Excuse ne? |'ve worked since | was 13
years old. | don't need a mne. 1'Il just get a job.
But | don't need a job in a mne, necessarily. And you
know, historically, these kind of projects don't really
provide that nmany jobs for |ocals, and they usually don't
provi de the upper |evel, higher educated jobs. However,
we have those people in our workforce, but generally they
bring everybody in fromoutside. You know, they wll Iet
you make the beds, drive a truck maybe but, you know, you
are not going to be the | ead engi neer. And we have those
skilled Bristol Bay residents that could fill those jobs.
So | think that's about all | have to say, really.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 7:30 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed

ny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of April 2018.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2020
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